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nay, dunghill gods, door-keeping gods, and senate-
house gods, dii conscripti^ and above all the rest, as
the learned Lactantius says, the rabble of gods
beatified by men. Epimenides Cretensis erected
in the Athenian plains the famous altar to the dii
ignatii, the unknown gods, of which St. Paul took
notice, for it remained there to his time, when he
made that famed oration, inimitable for its elo-
quence and beauty of language, as well as excel-
lence and strength of argument, when he stood
upon Mars' hill at Athens, confuting the wisdom of
the philosophers, and perhaps magicians.

And whence, now, came all this ignorance and
superstition, but from the early delusions of the
Devil, carried on among men by the help of this
we call magic or black art, and in all its several
compositions? that is to say, as above, divining,
southsaying, enchantment, witchcraft, sorcery, and
dealing with familiar spirits, necromancy, and the
Devil.

These things introduced enthusiasm, enthusiasm
brought up idolatry, and then witchcraft and magic
brought down the minds of men to a meanness fit
to be deluded by them.

It may not be improper to observe here, that the
black art, as thus explained, may be less needful in
those days, when the deluded world was more easy
to be imposed upon and cheated, than now, when
the world seem to have their eyes open, and require
more artifice to impose upon them with.

In the Grecian and Roman times, the minds of
men untaught, and without the assistance of divine
illuminations, were easily imposed upon, given up to
strong delusions, and to believe lies ; they were
bigoted by the priests, and by their own native su-
perstitions, and were easily deluded to worship any
gods, everybody's gods, and even as above, unknown
gods. Happy ignorance! compared to our age, who